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KIBAHA TANZANIA

In 1961 the members of the Nordic
Council entered into a partnership
agreement to lend technical assis-
tance to developing countries.
Tanganyika gained its independ-
ence later that same year and was
chosen as the first cooperating
country for the joint Nordic aid
program. In 1962, Denmark, Finland,
Norway and Sweden signed an
agreement with Tanganyika to
develop a multi-institutional center
for health, education and agriculture
in Kibaha outside Dar es Salaam.
As part of the new nation building,
this first concrete manifestation of
joint Nordic aid materialized in the
experimental zone between Nordic
social democracy and emerging
African socialism. As a decentral-
izing and modernizing initiative,
this facility became the prototype

that President Julius Nyerere wanted

to replicate all over Tanzania,
Tanganyika's successor state.
The center is still running.

The Nordic Tanganyika Centre
(1963-68)

Architects Christoffersen & Hvalbye
Commissioner

The Government of Tanganyika
Technical Planning Norconsult AS
Building Contractor

Italian Construction Co. Ltd.

Trygve Bratteli, Prime Minister, Norway
visits Julius Nyerere, Tanzania, 1975

Opening ceremony, Kibaha

“The initial project institutions were
chosen because the Tanzanian
authorities had given agriculture,
health, and education develop-
ments the highest priority and
because such institutions would be
important elements of the country’s
own development programme.”

Kibaha, Nordic Tanganyika Project, Final Report on Planning
and Construction, Prepared by Norconsult AS November
1968

Opening ceremony, Kibaha



The Nordic Ministerial
Committee signs an agree-
ment with Tanganyika to
establish a multi-institutional
center for health, education
and agriculture (Feb)

Experts visit Tanzania
with proposals for a

center (Aug) Planning starts

1961 1962 1963

The Nordic Council decides
on a common foreign aid
policy

Photo: Karl Henrik Ngstvik, study trip, 1967

Kibaha Secondary School
opens, with 120 boys

1964 1965

Julius Nyerere inaugurates
the Farmers Training Centre

Kibaha Secondary School
is completed, for 600 boys
from all over Tanzania

1966

1967

Kibaha Training Health
Centre is completed.
Capacity 200,000 patients
ayear, and a three- years
education program for

20 nurses

The Nordic Tanganyika

Centre is completed, also
containing a library, sports

fields, an assembly hall,
shops, and housing and
administration buildings

1968

1970

Tanzania takes charge of
the center, renamed Kibaha
Education Centre, with

the King of Denmark and
President Julius Nyerere both
present at the ceremony
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